Ex Parte

7700 Wisconsin Avenue Alexda Verveer

Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3579 \G‘N AL Vice President
O Governrnent Relations and Public Poficy

301-771-5883

DISCOVERY Fax 301-771-4065
COMMUNICATIONS
INCORPORATED Alexa_VarveeriDDiscovery.com <<\
RECEIVED %,
OCT -4 2002 *
October 4, 2002 %
FESERAL COMMUNCATIONS COMMIBRION
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch OFFICE OF e secneTany (7)\
Secretary <&
Federal Communications Commission <
445 12" Street, S.W. (Q)

Washington, D.C. 20554
Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CS Docket No. 98-120

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On October 3, 2002, Mr. John Hendricks, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Discovery Communications, Inc. and I met with Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy, Stacy
Robinson, her legal advisor, and Curtis Stamp, an intern in Commissioner Abernathy’s office.
We discussed the impact of the digital television transition on cable carriage and, specifically,
the limited capacity available to cable programmers such as Discovery and the challenges
program networks face in securing cable carriage. We expressed concern about proposals that
call for mandatory carriage of a broadcaster’s analog and digital signal during the transition as
well as those that call for mandatory carriage of more than the broadcaster’s primary digital
signal.

In accordance with the Commission’s Rules, an original and one copy of this letter,
including an enclosure, are being filed with your office.

Sincerely,
Alexa% erveer

Enclosure

CC: Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Stacy Robinson, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Abernathy
Curtis Stamp, Intern
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710 ANALOG CHANNELS CONVERTED TO DIGITAL

h 80 CHANNEL DIGITAL SPECTRUM
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ATE&T BROADBAND - SAN FRANCISCO, CA CHANNEL LINE-UP

ATE&T BROADBAND SAN FRANCISCTD
ANALOG NETWORK
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DISCOVERY SERVICES & INTERESTS (13)

ATAT BROADBAND SAN FRANCISCO

ANALOG NETWORK
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VIACOM SERVICES & INTERESTS (30)

AT&T BROADBAND SAN FRANCISCO ATET BEROADBAND SAN FRANCISCO
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MULTIPLE MUST CARRY

AT&T BROADEAND SAN FRANCISCO
ANALOG NETWORK
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